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Chairman's Report 
 
 
 

Introduction 

 

I would like to acknowledge the work of the Executive Group members this year. For ensuring our 

Charity commission returns, website working, conference planning, membership renewing, 

relationship building, affiliation maintaining and a host of other activities, many thanks 

Period covered by this report 

 

This report to the NZASH membership covers the period October 2018 to December 2019. At the 

previous AGM (re) election of officers the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer were returned. Several new 

members were welcomed to  the Executive Group. The Chair thanked those retiring from the 

executive group for their commitment to the cause. 

In addition to the AGM, the executive group has met via video conference throughout the year and 

has had a full day face to face meeting in Wellington . 

Society for Simulation in Healthcare Affiliation 

 

Our affiliation agreement with The Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH) was renewed at the 

International Meeting for Simulation in Healthcare (Houston) in January 2019. This affiliation 

arrangement has a 3 year duration and entitles NZASH and its members to a number of benefits (see 

website for details). The affiliation agreement  was signed, on behalf of the NZASH Chair, by 

Executive Group member Raewyn Lesa. 

NZASH has been represented on the SSH Affiliation Group meetings, Internal Relations Committee 

and SimConnect sub-committee. In addition it continues to be represented on the Dictionary and 

Ethics working groups. 

Funding was approved up to $500 to undertake a Te Reo Maori translation of the Code of Ethics. 

This is currently being undertaken by the University of Otago Te Reo Maori Translation Service. 

NZASH 2018 biennial meeting 

 

The returns and evaluation from NZASH 2018, held in Auckland, show a very successful conference . 

Our partnership with conference organisers Forum Point 2 continues to be successful with 

widespread satisfaction from both delegates, visiting speakers and industry exhibitors about the 

organisational aspects of the conference. 

Our visiting speakers were of the highest calibre and, as per our affiliation agreement with the 

Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH), we were joined by KT Waxman, President of SSH. 

The financial and membership reports are tabled separately so I will report that we were very 

satisfied with attendance and the financial return from the conference. 

On the basis of the conference evaluations from delegates and industry representatives as well as 

the experience of the conference organising committee we have renewed our contract with 

ForumPoint2 to help us with NZASH2020 in Christchurch. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
We were able to welcome our Pacific Island sponsored delegate, Dr Arveen Maharaj, from Fiji. Again, 

we plan to repeat this 

Face to Face Exec Meeting Wellington 

 

For the second time in recent years a whole day face to face meeting of the Executive Group was 

convened. Working groups were established under the following headings: 

1. IT and website 

2. Membership 
 

These are in addition to the existing NZASH2020 organising committee which involves a number of 

Executive Group members as well as local (Christchurch) representatives. 

Biennial Meeting Preparation Christchurch 2020 

 

The 2020 meeting will be held in Christchurch at the new, purpose built simulation and training 

facility, Manawa. Jointly operated by the University of Canterbury, Canterbury District Health 

Board and Ara this is a purpose built learning facility with excellent simulation facilities.  

Preparation for our next NZASH conference is well underway. Keynote speakers Jenny Rudolph, and 

Victoria Brazil have been confirmed with sponsorship for their flights and accommodation. 

ForumPoint 2, our conference organising partners are, at the time of writing, developing a budget 

for the meeting that will, minimally, break even. We expect to do better than that. Invitations for 

submission of proposals for presentation are due out shortly. An academic review group has been 

convened to review and recommend proposals. 

Transfer of Website 

 

The NZASH website has been transferred to a new website host, Foundation Design. This new 

arrangement ensures a well managed and secure home for the website; the necessary base for the 

substantial website redevelopment work that will commence in the new year. 

Regional Development Support 

 

The process for rolling this out is still at the discussion stage within the Executive Group. It is likely to 

be ready to announce at  the NZASH2020 meeting. 
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Dated 4th
 December 2019 


